Booh iRevtews 


Pathologische Physiologie, Ein Lehrbuch fur Studierende und 
Arzte. Von Dr. Ludolf Krehl. Fiinfte neu bearbeitete Auflage. 
F. C. W. Vogel, Leipzig; Paul B. Hoeber, New York. 15 Marks. 

We have had occasion to call attention to the third and fourth edi¬ 
tions of this excellent text-book. There is no work of its kind that so 
aptly puts the modern biological aspect of disease in so clear and concise 
a manner. The new fifth edition reflects the advances that various workers 
have made and keep it abreast of the requirements of modem research. 
While essentially a work for the internist, it is invaluable for the 
neurologist. 

Jelliffe. 

The Eye and the Nervous System: Their Diagnostic Relations. By 
various authors, edited by Wm. Campbell Posey, A.B., M.D., and 
William G. Spiller, M.D. Illustrated. Philadelphia and London, 
J. B. Lippencott & Company. Pp. 988. $6.00. 

This work is not encyclopedic in character like the Neurologie des 
Auges of Willbratid and Saenger, and should not be compared with it. It 
covers a rather different and broader ground for it gives a great deal of 
attention to subjects which are neurological and to which the function of 
vision is incidentally but not always closely related. It will give, we 
think, to the general reader a great deal of sound neurology as well as all 
the opthalmology necessary to the neurologist. 

The first three chapters cover the subjects of the anatomy, physiology 
and psychology of vision. Dr. Mills writes of the last topic and de¬ 
scribes also the focal diseases of the visual cortex. Dr. Mills gives ex¬ 
pression to his well-known views as to the subdivision of the visual cortex. 
He gives us centers for form, light, color, ocular movement, and in the 
visuo-psychic field for concrete memories of words, letters, numbers, 
persons, places, etc. The author admits that this is largely provisional, 
but he cites a good many cases bearing on these special localizations. 
He seems inclined to a belief in the existence of a crossed amblyopia 
from organic disease and his discussion of the topic is a candid if not con¬ 
vincing one. The presentation of the subject of the various types 
of visual aphasia is illustrated with many important cases. 

Dr. Mills’s positive views about concrete concept centers, with 
naming-centers, etc., have a finality about them which in the present 
state of the subject of aphasia is perhaps not justified; however, it is 
likely that for the most part the judgments will not be found wrong and 
we may only have for them a different psychological interpretation. 

Dr. Wood writes a chapter on methods of examining the exterior of 
the eye which is clearly written and well-illustrated. His discussion of 
amblyopia is rather too brief, though it is referred to further on in the 
book. We miss any full description of sudden amaurosis. 

The extra-ocular muscles are dealt with by Dr. Duane in a most 
elaborate and thorough manner. 
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All that really need be said about tumors of the brain in relation to 
the eye would be perhaps to discuss the effect of these growths upon the 
visual organs. Dr. Spiller’s methods are too thorough for this, and we 
are glad it is so, for he has written a chapter which forms an excellent 
monograph on the whole subject. He has, however, been very brief in 
discussing tumors not connected with the visual system. The author lays 
especial emphasis on astereognosis as a symptom of parietal lobe tumors, 
but he thinks it possible this symptom may be caused to some extent by 
lesion of the post-central gyrus. He does not make out a very definite 
thalamic syndrome for thalamus tumors and it would seem as if in 
nearly all the cases with localizing symptoms, the cause was extra- 
thalamic irritation. His discussion of lesions of the mid-brain is well 
illustrated with figures and cases. A very careful analysis is made of the 
subject of the paralysis of associated movements, Dr. Spiller has gone 
over the situation and he has presented some definite conclusions as a 
result, assigning the permanent lateral palsies to lesions of the posterior 
longitudinal bundle and those of vertical movement to lesions in the 
neighborhood of the oculo-motor nucleus. We agree with Dr. Spiller 
that lesions of the corpora quadrigemina are often accompanied with 
drowsiness, and have suggested the possibility even of something like a 
sleep center in those regions in which quiescent lid-closing and up¬ 
ward rolling of the eyes occur. The symptom-complex of Benedict 
is described and it should be better known, as it is not so very rare. 
Cerebellar tumors are among those dealt with very briefly; the author 
makes the observation, which we can confirm, that in the nystagmus of 
those cases the movements are more active toward the side of the lesion. 

The articles on bulbar and pseudo-bulbar palsy and on myasthenia 
gravis are carefully prepared presentations of these subjects. Dr. E. W. 
Taylor, the author, refers to lesion of the thymus and a lymphoid sar¬ 
comatous infiltration of the muscles as a possible cause of the disease. 
This view has received some confirmation and some opposition (Booth’s 
case) since the article was written. 

We have gone over about half the book in an analytical way. It seems 
unnecessary to pursue the method to the end. We have shown that the 
different authors have treated their subjects in general thoroughly and 
completely. The only criticism, if it is one, would be that the editors 
have tried to cover too much ground sometimes in discussing systematically 
subjects like degeneracy, reflexes, gaits, tic douloureux, etc. We have 
read with care Dr. Posey’s chapters on the eye in its relation to neuroses 
and psychoses, and it seems to us that he goes rather too far in his views 
of the importance of eye-strain. The book is well-printed and indexed 
and copiously ilustrated. We have detected no typographical errors, 
though we look upon such things with a sympathetic eye for proofreaders 
are mortal and editors sometimes are tired, but in this case the Homeric 
Dr. Spiller never seems to nod; and he and Dr. Posey have furnished a 
volume which redounds to the credit of American medicine. 

C. L. Dana. 

Krankenhauswesen und Heilstattenbewegung im Lichte der Socialen 
Hygiene. Von Dr. med. Alfred Grotjahn, Leipzig. Verlag von F 
C. W. Vogel. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century Germany lagged far behind 
England, France, Scandanavia and Italy in all that pertains to hospital 



